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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The rapid urban transformations in Iran, along with social, economic, and
institutional complexities, have highlighted the necessity of rethinking
governance approaches. The present article, focusing on the intrinsic
capacities of the Islamic tradition, seeks to propose an indigenous and value-
oriented model for metropolitan management—one that can bridge the gap
between normative ideals such as justice, transparency, and accountability
and the operational realities of municipalities. To this end, a qualitative
analysis based on expert interviews was employed to extract practical
indicators and interconnections from the lived experiences of managers and
specialists. The findings indicate that Islamic governance in urban
management is not confined to theoretical foundations but can be realized
through measurable and operational mechanisms. The proposed model, with

Avrticle type:
Research Paper

Avrticle History: its emphasis on meaningful citizen participation, institutional transparency,
Received: 07 May 2025 the strengthening of organizational and ethical capacities of managers, and
Accepted: 09 June 2025 the integration of justice-orientation with managerial efficiency, offers a
Published Online: 20 June 2025 perspective for redefining the relationship between values and practice in
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paving the way toward sustainable and legitimacy-based urban development.

Keywords: Islamic Governance, Urban Management, Institutional
Transparency, Citizen Participation, Institutional Mechanisms.

Cite this article: Ghasemisiani, M.; Badkoo, B. & Ranjbaraki, A. (2025). The Native Model of Islamic Governance in Urban
Management: A Framework for Linking Values with Institutional Mechanisms. Strategic Urban
Management Research, 1 (1), 23-40.

@ H& DOI: http//doi.org/10.22034/jsrum.2025.231681

BY NG

Introduction

With the increasing complexity of urban management in metropolises and challenges such as spatial
inequalities, population growth, resource scarcity, and rising citizen demands, there is a growing need
for an indigenous and effective model of urban governance. “Islamic Governance,” as a framework
based on religious and divine values, offers significant potential for enhancing the quality of urban
management and strengthening social capital. This research aims to design an “indigenous model of
Islamic governance” for urban management and a framework to link Islamic values with the
institutional mechanisms of municipalities, thereby providing measurable indicators and processes for
implementation and evaluation. This model seeks to bridge the gap between “dominant normative
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values” and “current operational mechanisms” in urban management in Iran, a society with religious
foundations.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative approach based on thematic analysis. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with 17 experts, managers, and academics in the fields of urban
management and Islamic governance. Participants were selected purposefully, considering the
diversity of their managerial and research experiences. After data collection, the data were analyzed
using open, axial, and selective coding processes to identify stable, recurring, and policy-explanatory
components. The goal of this methodology was to extract “indicators and their interconnections” from
the lived experiences of experts and specialists.

Results
The research findings indicate that Islamic governance in urban management, unlike conventional
global models, comprises eight fundamental components:
1. Citizen Participation: Emphasis on the active and effective involvement of citizens in
decision-making and implementation processes.
2. Institutional Transparency and Corruption Control: Creation of mechanisms for clarity in
processes and combating corruption.
3. Capacity Building for Development: Strengthening organizational and human capabilities to
achieve developmental goals.
4. Rule of Law: Strict adherence to laws and regulations as the basis for action.
Leadership and Jihadi Movement: The presence of strong and committed leadership
dedicated to advancing goals with a “jihadi” spirit.
6. Justice-Centricity: Ensuring the fair distribution of opportunities, services, and resources.
7. Managerial Efficiency: High productivity in resource utilization and task execution.
8. Organizational Accountability: The organization being responsible for its performance and
outcomes.
These components are combined into an integrated and indigenous framework, providing an
operational model for metropolitan municipalities.

o

Conclusion

The application of this indigenous model of Islamic governance can lead to improved decision-making
quality, increased public trust, enhanced accountability of urban managers, and ultimately, the
realization of sustainable urban development. This model is applicable as an indigenous and
operational strategy for policymakers, urban planners, and managers. The significance of this research
lies in “redefining” the relationship between the normative goals of Islamic governance and the
operational indicators of urban governance, helping to reduce the gap between “values and
implementation.” It combines commonalities with global “Good Governance” standards while
preserving “indigenous and religious requirements.” This model emphasizes “rights of the people”,
“stewardship of public funds,” “transparency as a duty,” “ethical and legal accountability,” “justice in
the distribution of opportunities and services,” and “genuine citizen participation.”
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