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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

. ] A creative city is fundamentally defined by its creative citizens. One of the key
Article type: dimensions of the creative city is the provision of urban spaces that enhance
Research Paper citizens’ motivation and capacity for creative expression. A critical aspect in

the development of such spaces is their appropriate spatial allocation within
the urban environment. Proper siting enables the maximization of the
functional potential of these spaces, reduces unnecessary costs, and, by
ensuring equitable access for all citizens, contributes to the achievement of
social justice in the distribution of urban services. This study aims to identify
suitable locations for creative urban spaces in selected neighborhoods of
District 3 in Tehran, based on the principles and criteria of walkability-oriented
urban design. To this end, relevant criteria were first identified through an
examination of the characteristics of creative spaces and a review of existing
literature. Subsequently, spatial demand was estimated based on the population
of children and adolescents and a defined per capita standard (3 to 6 square
meters per person). Spatial decision support models were then employed to
determine optimal locations for the development of creative spaces. The
relative importance of the criteria was determined using the Analytic Hierarchy
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Introduction

A creative city in the twenty-first century is defined by its creative citizens. In such a city, urban
officials provide public services and socio-economic infrastructure in the most modern, efficient,
productive, and aesthetically pleasing manner possible. The creative ecosystem encompasses a
network of supporting spaces. Consequently, a fundamental aspect of a creative city is the creation of
urban spaces that bolster citizens’ motivation to express their creativity. However, a critical factor in
developing creative spaces is their accurate and appropriate location within the urban environment.
Strategic site selection not only maximizes the utility of these facilities and prevents unnecessary
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expenditure but also ensures equitable pedestrian access for all citizens, thereby advancing social
justice in the distribution of urban services. Therefore, it is essential to research the development of
creative spaces at the neighborhood level in a manner consistent with the principles and criteria of
urban pedestrianization. Such an approach offers children significant advantages, extending beyond
formal education to foster future social life and creative expression. By cultivating children’s capacity
for discernment, critical thinking, inquisitive inquiry, constructive critique, reasoning, and innovation,
these spaces help awaken latent talents while facilitating moral, philosophical, religious, and social
development. Furthermore, the pedestrianization of these spaces invigorates neighborhoods and urban
districts, encouraging voluntary civic participation, which in turn enhances the economic, social, and
health-related quality of the neighborhood, as well as its environmental well-being.

Methodology
The study aimed to identify optimal locations for urban creative spaces catering to children and
adolescents and was conducted in the following stages:

Step 1. Estimating Required Area: Based on the demographic data of children and adolescents
and established per-capita standards, the necessary space for creative facilities was estimated. In the
absence of specific national standards for creative spaces in lIran, the per-capita standard for
neighborhood parks (3—6 square meters per person) was utilized.

Step 2. Weighting Indicators: The Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) was employed to weigh the
research indicators. This involved pairwise comparisons and valuations based on expert consensus.

Step 3. Spatial Analysis and Modeling: The VIKOR (technique multi-criteria decision-making
model) was utilized to rank potential locations amidst conflicting criteria.

Step 4. Spatial Decision Support System (SDSS): GIS technology was integrated with the
VIKOR model to process big data, synthesize heterogeneous information layers, and perform complex
spatial analyses (e.g., topographic, and topological functions). This approach enabled the identification
of optimal sites within a geographic context.

Conclusion

The results of spatial analyses in this study indicate that a centralized approach to providing creative
spaces, owing to various limitations, fails to adequately address the diverse needs of children and
adolescents at the neighborhood level. In contrast, by establishing facilities at points identified through
spatial analysis, implemented as distributed and multi-focal patterns, more equitable access, increased
social interactions, and enhanced urban walkability can be achieved. Such an approach can foster the
formation of a network of complementary spaces, collectively elevating the capacities for creativity
and social participation within the neighborhood. Furthermore, the findings demonstrated that, based
on the considered criteria and utilizing spatial decision support models, optimal locations for the
construction of creative spaces can be identified. This facilitates equitable access to these services for
all individuals, particularly children. This research underscores the necessity for urban creative space
planning to transition from a purely physical and project-oriented perspective towards a context-
sensitive, participatory, and justice-oriented approach. In this paradigm, recognizing children and
adolescents as active urban agents can lead to a redefinition of the relationship between space,
creativity, and daily life in contemporary cities.
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